


DREAM PC SHOWDOWN

Allthe dream PCs submitted for this year’s Labs test are built to an extremely high
standard, but we had to choose one ultimate winner. Here’s how the final battle between
the HP and the Scan shaped up in four key areas

HP hasfitted its PC with the most
expensive Intel LGA775CPU available,
the 3.2GHz Core 2 Extreme QX9770,
and overclocked it to 3.8GHz by raising
the bus multiplier fromB8to 9.5.

Scan has chosena Core 2 Quad Q9450
instead of the pricier Extreme Edition
CPU,asit'scheaperandalater
stepping, so it overclocks better. Scan
overclocked it from 3GHz to 4.41GHz.

WINNER: SCAN

The CPUintheScanis notonly cheaper, butisalsoabetter
overclocker, thanks toits later stepping.

The CPUinthe HPis cooled by an

Asetek LCLC water-cooling loop with
adual 120mm-fan radiator.

The Scan has three separate cooling
loops, sothe CPU, graphics cards,
motherboard and disk drives are all
independently cooled.

WINNER: SCAN

TheCPUinthe Scanrunsalot hotter butit’s overclocked much
further and is significantly quieter.

WINNER: SC

FINAL SCORE

Both PCs are incredibly fast and capable of running all games smoothly at extremely high
resolutions, but the Scanis more distinctive-looking than the HP and a good deal quieter too.

The HP looks more like an industrial
appliancethanaPC, although the
build qualityisimpeccable.

The Scan's Silverstone TJ07 case has
been modified with a new front panel
and expanded air grille in the roof. It
also sports shark silhouettes inthe
side panels and is chrome plated.

WINNER: SCAN

The Scan looks much more distinctive thanthe HP.

GRAPHICS CARDS
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HP
The HPincludes two GeForce GTX 280
graphics cards running togetherin
SLI, buttheyre only fractionally
overclocked.

While 3-way SLI didn't make any
games run faster, the Scan’s GeForce
GTX 280 cards are heavily overclocked

torun games faster thanthe HP.

WINNER:SCAN

Although 3-way SLI scaling clearly still needs improving, the Scanis
undeniably fasteringames.






